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THE INTERGOVERNMENTAIL CONFERENCE ON THE COMMON MARKET AND EURATOM,
convened in Venice on 29 May 1956 by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany, the French Republic, the
Italian Republie, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, having continued its deliberations in Brussels and having, on
concluding them, met in Rome on 25 March 1957, has adopted the following
texts

I
1. The Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, and the
Annexes thereto,
2. The Protocol on the Statute of the European Investment Bank,
3. The Protocol on German Internal Trade and Connected Problems,
4, The Protocol on certain provisions relating to France,
S . The Protocol on Italy,
6. The Protocol on the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg,
T, The Protocol on Goods originating in and coming from Certain Countries

and enjoying Special Treatment when imported into a Member State,

8. The Protocol on the Treatment to be applied to Products within the
Province of the Furopean Coal and Steel Community in respect of
Algeria and the Overseas Departments of the French Republic,

9. The Protocol on Mineral 0ils and Certain of their Derivatives,
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10, The Protocol on the Application of the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community to the non-European Parta of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands,

11. The Implementing Convention on the Association of the Overseas
Countries and Territories with the Community, end the Annexes thereto,

12, The Protocol on the Tariff Quota for Imports of Bananas,

13, The Protocol on the Tariff Quota for Imports of Raw Coffee.

II

1. The Treaty establishing the European Atomic Eenergy Community, and the
Annexes thereto,

2. The Protocol on the Application of the Treaty establishing the
European Atomic Energy Community to the non~EFuropean parts of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

IIT
The Convention on Certain Institutions Common to the European
Communities.

At the time of signature of these texts, the Conference adopted the

Declarations listed below and annexed to this Act :

1.

\

3.

I/E

A joint Declaration on Cooperation with the Member States of
Intemational Orgenisations,

A joint Declaration on Berlin,

A Declaration of Intent on the Association of the Independent Countries
of the Franc Area with the European Economic Community,

- 334 -



A peclaration of Intent on the Association of the Kingdom
of Libya with the European Economic Commmnity,

A Declaration of Intent on the Trust Territory of Somaliland currently
under the Administration of the Italian Republic,

A peclaration of Intent on the Association of Surinam and the Netherlands
Antilles with the European Economic Community,

The Conference further took note of the declarations listéd below and

annexed to this Act ¢

1.

A Declaration by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on the
Definition of the Expression “"German National®,

A Declaration by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on the
Application of the Treaties to Berlin,

A Declaration by the Government of the French Republic on Applications
for Patents covering Information to be kept secret for Defence Reasons.

'Pinally, the Conference decided to draw up at a later date :

The Protocol on the Statute of the Court of Justice of the European

Economic Community,

The Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of the European Economic

Communi ty,

The Protocol on the Statute of the Court of Justice of the European
Atomic Energy Community,

The Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of the European Atomic

Energy Community .
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Protocols 1 and 2 shall be annexed to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community; protocols 3 and 4 shall be annexed to the Treaty
establishing the Buropean Atomic Energy Community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned plenipotentiaries have signed this
Final Act.

Done at Rome this twenty-fifth day of March in the year one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-seven.

P, H. SPAAK. J. Ch. SNOY et 4'OPPUERS.
ADENAUER. HALLSTEIN.
PINEAU. M. FAURE.
Antonio SEGNI. Gaetano MARTINO,
BECH, Lambert SCHAUS.
J. LUNS. J. LINTHORST HOMAN.
I/E - 336 -



JOINT DECLARATION

on

Cooperation with the States

Members of International Organisations

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE GRAND DUCHY OF
LUXEMBOURG AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

AT THE TIME of signature of the Treaties establishing the European
Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Community,

CONSCIOUS of the responsibilities which they are assuming for the
future of Europe by combining their markets, bringing their economies closer
together and laying down the principles and details of a common policy in this
field.

RECOGNISING that, by setting up a customs union and working closely
together on the peaceful development of nuclear energy, they will be ensuring
economic and social progress and thus contributing not only to their own
prosperity but also to that of other countries,

ANXIOUS that these countries should share in the prospects of expansion
afforded thereby,

DECLARE THEIR READINESS to conclude, as soon as these Treaties enter
into force, agreements with other countries, particularly within the framework
of the international organisations to which they belong, in order to attain
these objectives of common interest and to ensure the harmonious development
of trade in general.
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JOINT DECLARATION

on

Berlin

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE GRAND DUCHY OF
LUXEMBOURG AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

HAVING REGARD to the special position of Berlin and the need to afford
it the support of the free world,

ANXIOUS to confirm their solidarity with the people of Berlin,

WILL USE THEIR GOOD OFFICES within the Community in order that &1l
necessary measures may be taken to ease the economic and social situation
of Berlin, to promote its development and to ensure its economic stability.
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DECLARATION OF INTENT
on the

aggociation of the independent countries of the Franc Area

with the European Economic Community

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE GRAND DUCHY OF
LUXEMBOURG AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the economic, financial and monetary agreements
and conventions concluded between France and the other independent countries

of the franc area,

ANXIOUS to maintain and intensify the traditional trade flows between
the Member States of the BEuropean Economic Community and these independent
countries and to contribute to the economic and social development of the

latter.
DECLARE THEIR READINESS, as soon as this Treaty enters into force, to

propose to these countries the opening of negotiations with a view to concluding
conventions for economic association with the Communi ty.
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DECLARATION OF INTENT

on the

asgociation of the Kingdom of Libya

with the Furopean Economic Community

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE GRAND DUCHY OF
LUXEMBOURG AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the economic links between Italy and the
Kingdom of Libysa,

ANXIOUS to maintain and intensify the traditional trade flows between
the Member States of the Community and the Kingdom of Libya, and to contribute
to the economic and social development of Libya. b

DECLARE THEIR READINESS, as soon as this Treaty enters into force, to

propose to the Kingdom of Libya the opening of negotiations with a view to
concluding conventions for economic association with the Community.

1/E - 340 -



DECLARATION OF INTENT

on
the Trust Territory of Somaliland
currently under the administration of the Italian Republic

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE GRAND DUCHY OF
LUXEMBOURG AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

ANXIOUS, at the time of signature of the Treaty establishing the
Buropean Economic Community, to define the exact scope of articles 131 and 227
of this Treaty, in view of the fact thet under article 24 of the Trusteeship
agreement with respect to the Trust Territory of Somaliland the Italian
administration of that territory will end on 2 December 1960,

HAVE AGREED to give the authorities who will after that date be
regponsible for the external relations of Somaliland the option of confirming
the association of that Territory with the Community, and declare their
readiness to propose, if need be, to these authorities the opening of
negotiations with a view to concluding conventions for economic association

with the Community.
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DECLARATION OF INTENT
on the

association of Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles

with the European Economic¢ Commmmnity

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE GRAND DUCHY OF
LUXEMBOURG AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS,

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the close ties which unite the several parts
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands,

ANXIOUS to maintain and intensify the traditional trade flows between
the Member States of the European Economic Community on the one hand &nd
Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles on the other, and to contribute to the
economic and social development of these countries.

DECLARE THEIR READINESS, as soon as this Treaty enters into force, to
open negotiations at the request of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, with a
view to concluding conventions for the economic association of Surinam and
the Netherlands Antilles with the Community.
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DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
on

the definition of the expression "German National"

At the time of signature of the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community and the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community,
the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany makes the following
declaration @

"A11l Germans as defined in the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of
Germany shall be considered nationals of the Federal Republic of Germany".
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DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
on

the application of the Treaties to Berlin

The Governmment of the Federal Republic of Germany reserves the right to
declare, when depositing its instruments of ratification, that the Treaty
establishing the European Economic Community and the Treaty establishing the
European Atomic Energy Community shall equally apply to Land Berlin.
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DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC
on
epplications for patents

covering information to be kept secret for defence reasons

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the provisions of articles 17 and 25 (2) of the
Treaty establishing the Buropean Atomic Energy Communi ty,

Declares its readiness to take such administrative measures and to
propose to the French Parliament such legislative measures as may be necessary
to ensure that, as soon as this Treaty enters into force, applications for
patents covering secret information result, following the normal procedure,
in the grant of patents subject to temporary prohibition of publication.
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THE

TREATY

establishing

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC

COMMUNITY
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HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REFUBLIC, THE PRESIDENT OF
THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE GRAND DUCHESS OF LUXEMBOURG,
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS,

DETERMINED to lay the foundations of an ever closer union among the
peoples of Europe,

RESOLVED to ensure the economic and social progress of their countries by
common action to eliminate the barriers which divide Europe,

AFFIRMING as the essential objective of their efforts the constant im-
provement of the living and working conditions of their peoples,

RECOGNISING that the removal of existing obstacles calls for concerted
action in order to guarantee steady expansion, balanced trade and fair compet-
ition,

ANXIOUS to strengthen the unity of their economies and to ensure their
harmonious development by reducing the differences existing between the various
regions and the backwardness of the less favoured regions,

DESIRING to contribute, by means of a common commercial policy, to the
progressive abolition of restrictions on international trade,

INTENDING to confirm the solidarity which binds Burope and the overseas
countries and desiring to ensure the development of their prosperity, in ac-
cordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

RESOLVED by thus pooling their resources to preserve and strengthen peace
and liberty, and calling upon the other peoples of Europe who share their ideal
to join in their efforts,
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HAVE DECIDED to create a European Economic Community and to this end have
designated as their Plenipotentiamries:

HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS:
Mr. Paul-Henri SPAAK, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Baron J. Ch. SNOY et d'OPPUERS, Secretary-General of the Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Head of the Belgian Delegation to the Intergovernmental
Conference;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY:
Dr. Konrad ADENAUER, Federal Chancellor,

Professor Dr. Walter HALLSTEIN, State Secretary of the Federal Foreign
Office;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC:
Mr., Christian PINEAU, Minister for Foreign Affeairs,
Mr. Maurice FAURE, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC:
Mr. Antonio SEGNI, President of the Council of Ministers,

Professor Gaetano MARTINO, Minister for Foreign Affairs;

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE GRAND DUCHESS OF LUXEMBOURG:

Mr. Joseph BECH, President of the Government, Minister for Foreign
Affairs,

Mr. Lambert SCHAUS, Ambassador, Head of the Luxembourg Delegation to the
Intergovernmental Conference;

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS:
Mr. Joseph LUNS, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Mr. J. LINTHORST HOMAN, Head of the Netherlands Delegation to the Inter-
governmental Conference;

WHO, having exchanged their Full Powers, found in good and due form,
have agreed as follows:
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ARTICLE 1

By this Treaty, the High Contracting Parties establish among themselves
a EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY.

ARTICLE 2

The Community shall have as its task, by establishing a common market
and progressively approximating the economic policies of Member States, to
promote throughout the Community a harmonious development of economic acti-
vities, a continuous and balanced expansion, an increase in stability, an
accelerated raising of the standard of living and closer relations between the
States belonging to it.

ARTICLE 3

For the purposes set out in Article 2y the activities of the Community
shall include, as provided in this Treaty and in accordance with the timetable
set out therein:

(a) the elimination, as between Member States, of customs duties and of
quantitative restrictions on the import and export of goods, and of all other
measures having equivalent effect;

(b) the establishment of & common customs tariff and of a common com-
mercial policy towards third countries;

(¢) the abolition, as between Member States, of obstacles to freedom of
movement for persons, services and capital;

R > s 2 ikt b

(d) the adoption of a common policy in the sphere of agriculture;
(e) the adoption of a common policy in the sphere of transport;

(f) the institution of a system ensuring that competition in the common
market is not distorted;
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(g) the application of procedures by which the economic policies of
Member States can be coordinated and disequilibria in their balances of
payments remedied;

(h) the approximation of the laws of Member States to the extent required
for the proper functioning of the common market;

(1) the creation of a European Social Fund in order to improve employment
opportunities for workers and to contribute to the raising of their standard
of living;

(j) the establishment of a European Investment Bank to facilitate the
economic expansion of the Community by opening up fresh resources;

(k) the association of the overseas countries and territories in order to
increase trade and to promote jointly economic and social development.,

ARTICLE 4

1. The tasks entrusted to the Community shall be carried out by the
following institutions:

an ASSEMBLY,

a COUNCIL,

a COMMISSION,

a COURT OF JUSTICE.

Each institution shall act within the limits of the powers conferred
upon it by this Treaty,

2. The Council and the Commission shall be assisted by an Economic and
Social Committee acting in an advisory capacity,
ARTICLE 5
Member States shall take all appropriate measures, whether general or
particular, to ensure fulfilment of the obligations arising out of this Treaty
or resulting from action taken by the institutions of the Community, They

shall facilitate the achievement of the Community's tasks,

They shall abstain from any measure which could jeopardise the attain-
ment of the objectives of this Treaty,
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ARTICLE 6

1. Member States shall, in close cooperation with the institutions of the
Community, coordinate their respective economic policies to the extent neces-
sary to attain the objectives of this Treaty.,

24 The institutions of the Community shall take care not to prejudice the
internal and external financial stability of the Member States.,

ARTICLE 7

Within the scope of application of this Treaty, and without prejudice to
any special provisions contained therein, any discrimination on grounds of
nationality shall be prohibited.

The Council may, on a proposal from the Commission and after consulting
the Assembly, adopt, by a qualified majority, rules designed to prohibit such
discrimination.

ARTICIE 8

Te The common market shall be progressively established during a transitional
period of twelve years.,

This transitional period shall be divided into three stages of four years
each; the length of each stage may be altered in accordance with the provisions
set out below,

24 To each stage there shall be assigned a set of actions to be initiated
and carried through concurrently,

3. Transition from the first to the second stage shall be conditional upon
a finding that the objectives specifically laid down in this Treaty for the
first stage have in fact been attained in substance and that, subject to the
exceptions and procedures provided for in this Treaty, the obligations have
been fulfilled,

This finding shall be made at the end of the fourth year by the Council,
acting unanimously on a report from the Commission., A Member State may not,
however, prevent unanimity by relying upon the non-fulfilment on its own
obligations, Failing unanimity, the first stage shall automatically be extended
for one year.
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At the end of the fifth year, the Council shall make its finding under
the same conditions, Failing unanimity, the first stage shall automatically be
extended for a further year,

At the end of the sixth year, the Council shaell make its finding, act-
ing by a qualified majority on a report from the Commission,

4, Within one month of the last-mentioned vote any Member State which voted
with the minority or, if the required majority was not obtained, any Member
State shall be entitled to call upon the Council to appoint an arbitration
board whose decision shall be binding upon all Member States and upon the in-
stitutions of the Community., The arbitration board shall consist of three
members appointed by the Council acting unanimously on a proposal from the
Commission,

If the Council has not appointed the members of the arbitration board
within one month of being called upon to do 80, they shall be appointed by
the Court of Justice within & further period of one month,

The arbitration board shall elect its own Chairman,

The board shall make its award within six months of the date of the
Council vote referred to in the last subparagraph of paragraph 3.

5. The second and third stages may not be extended or curtailed except by
a decision of the Council, acting unanimously on & proposal from the Commission,

6. Nothing in the preceding paragraphs shall cause the transitional period
to last more than fifteen years after the entry into force of this Treaty,

7. Save for the exceptions or derogations provided for in this Treaty, the
expiry of the transitional period shall constitute the latest date by which all
the rules laid down must enter into force and all the measures required for
establishing the common market must be implemented,
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TITLE I

Free movement of goods
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ARTICIE 9

1e The Community shall be based upon & customs union which shall cover all
trade in goods and which shall involve the prohibition between Member States
of customs duties on imports and exports and of all charges having equivalent
effect, and the adoption of a common customs tariff in their relations with
third countries.

2. The provisions of Chapter 1, Section 1, and of Chapter 2 of this Title
shall apply to products originating in Member States and to products coming
from third countries which are in free circulation in Member States.

ARTICLE 10

1. Products coming from a third country shall be considered to be in free
circulation in a Member State if the import formalities have been complied with
and any customs duties or charges having equivalent effect which are payable
have been levied in that Member State, and if they have not benefited from a
total or partial drawback of such duties or charges.,

2. The Commission shall, before the end of the first year after the entry

into force of this Treaty, determine the methods of administrative cooperation

to be adopted for the purpose of applying Article 9 (2), taking into account

the need to reduce as much as possible formalities imposed on trade. i

Before the end of the first year after the entry into force of this
Treaty, the Commission shall lay down the provisions applicable, as regards
trade between Member States, to goods originating in another Member State in
whose manufacture products have been used on which the exporting Member State

b A N i 0 e ¥300

has not levied the appropriate customs duties or charges having equivalent
effect, or which have benefited from a total or partial drawback of such duties
or charges,
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In adopting these provisions, the Commission shall take into account the
rules for the elimination of customs duties within the Community and for the
progressive application of the common customs tariff,

ARTICLE 11

Member States shall take all appropriate measures to enable Governments
to carry out, within the periods of time laid down, the obligations with regard
to customs duties which devolve upon them pursuant to this Treaty.
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Chapter 1

THE CUSTOMS UNION

———

Section 1
Elimination of customs duties between Member States

ARTICLE 12

Member States shall refrain from introducing between themselves any new
customs duties on imports or exports or any charges having equivalent effect,
and from increasing those which they already apply in their trade with each
other.,

ARTICLE 13

Te Customs duties on imports in force between Member States shall be progres-
sively abolished by them during the transitional period in accordance with
Articles 14 and 15,

24 Charges having an effect equivalent to customs duties on imports, in force
between Member States, shall be progressively abolished by them during the
transitional period. The Commission shall determine by means of directives the
timetable for such abolition. It shall be guided by the rules contained in
Article 14 (2) and (3) and by the directives issued by the Council pursuant to
Article 14 (2).

ARTICLE 14

Te For each product, the basic duty to which the successive reductions shall
be applied shall be the duty applied on 1 January 1957,
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2. The timetable for the reductions shall be determined as follows:

(a) during the first stage, the first reduction shall be made one year
after the date when this Treaty enters into force; the second reduction,
eighteen months later; the third reduction, at the end of the fourth year after
the date when this Treaty enters into force;

(b) during the second stage, a reduction shall be made eighteen months
after that stage begins; a second reduction, eighteen months after the pre-
ceding one; a third reduction, one year later;

(c) any remaining reductions shall be made during the third stage; the
Council shall, acting by a qualified majority on a proposal from the Commission,
determine the timetable therefor by means of directives,

3. At the time of the first reduction, Member States shaell introduce
between themselves a duty on each product equal to the basic duty minus 10%,

At the time of each subsequent reduction, each Member State shall reduce
its customs duties as a whole in such manner as to lower by 10% its total
customs receipts as defined in paragraph 4 and to reduce the duty on each
product by at least 5% of the basic duty,

In the case, however, of products on which the duty is still in excess
of 30%, each reduction must be at least 10% of the basic duty.,

4, The total customs receipts of each Member State, as veferred to in
paragraph 3, shall be calculated by multiplying the value of its imports from
other Member States during 1956 by the basic duties.

5 Any special problems raised in applying paragraphs 1 to 4 shall be
settled by directives issued by the Council acting by a qualified majority on
a proposal from the Commission,

6. Member States shall report to the Commission on the manner in which
effect has been given to the preceding rules for the reduction of duties,

They shall endeavour to ensure that the reduction made in the duties on each
product shall amount:

- at the end of the first stage, to at least 25% of the basic duty;
~ at the end of the second stage, to at least 50% of the basic duty.

If the Commission finds that there is a risk that the objectives laid

down in Article 13, and the percentages laid down in this paragraph, cannot
be attained, it shall make all appropriate recommendations to Member States,
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Te The provisions of this Article may be amended by the Council, acting
unanimously on a proposal from the Commission and after consulting the
Assembly.

ARTICLE 15

1. Irrespective of the provisions of Article 14, any Member State may, in
the course of the transitional period, suspend in whole or in part the collect-
ion of duties applied by it to products imported from other Member States., It
shall inform the other Member States and the Commission thereof,

2. The Member States declare their readiness to reduce customs duties
againat the other Member States more rapidly than is provided for in Article 14
if their general economic situation and the situation of the economic sector
concerned so permit,

To thie end, the Commission shall make recommendations to the Member
States concerned.

ARTICLE 16

Member States shall abolish between themselves customs duties on exports
and charges having equivalent effect by the end of the first stage at the
latest,

ARTICLE 17

Te The provisions of Articles 9 to 15 (1) shall also apply to customs duties
of a fiscal nature. Such duties shall not, however, be taken into consideration
for the purpose of calculating either total customs receipts or the reduction
of customs duties as a whole as referred to in Article 14 (3) and (4).

Such duties shall, at each reduction, be lowered by not less than 10#%
of the basic duty., Member States may reduce such duties more rapidly than
ig provided for in Article 14,

24 Member States shall, before the end of the first year after the entry
into force of this Treaty, inform the Commission of their customs duties of a
fiscal nature.

3. Member States shall retain the right to substitute for these duties an
internal tax which complies with the provisions of Article 95,
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